WHAT’S NEW..........................

Items of Interest That May Enhance Your Business Opportunities!

FUTURE SIGNIFICANT GRC CONTRACT OPPORTUNITIES 

Please keep in mind that you should always be monitoring the NAIS postings for official announcements on all contract opportunities here at GRC, as well as at all centers.  However, here we would like to give you an informal “heads-up” of some of our “larger” procurements that may be announced in the near future.  This can help you plan ahead for either prime or subcontracting opportunities!  Please continue to check “Business Opportunities” from our GRC Procurement Site at http://www.grc.nasa.gov/WWW/Procure/home.htm. 

Medical Services contract: SIC Code 8099.  This is likely to be a small business set-aside procurement.  Formal RFP is expected to be released in Spring, 2000. 

Visitor Education Community Outreach Support Services (VECOSS) - Visitor Center Operations: SIC Code 7389.  This is likely to be an 8(a) or small business set-aside.  RFP expected around late Spring, Summer.

Ultra Efficient Engine Technology (UEET) program: An “open forum” for small businesses will be held here during Spring/Summer this year to discuss this new program and determine interest and capability in the small business community to support this program.

NEW CONTRACT AWARDS and EXTENSIONS AT GRC

If you are “in the market” for some subcontract opportunities, keep a periodic eye on this list.  Here, we will post our larger recent contract awards (or extensions thereto) that may provide you some opportunities.  Recent awards or extensions include:

Contract Description
SIC Code
Name of Contractor
Point of Contact
Telephone #

Computing, Communication, & Networking Support – Seat Mgmt Extension
7378
Intellisource Information Systems, Inc.
Jerry Stanley
216-977-0700

Plumbrook Operations 
8744
Diversitech
James Askew
513-772-4447

Technical and Fabrication Support
8744
Akima Corporation
David Williams
216-977-1140

Maintenance, Operation Recertification, and Engineering Services Supporting research Facilities
8744
Gilcrest Electric
Wyonna Vanderwyst
(216) 422-2151

CONFERENCE NEWS

GRC Small Disadvantaged Business (SDB) Forum: The SDB Forum is scheduled for April, 26, 2000.  It will be held at the Ohio Aerospace Institute adjacent to GRC from 8:30am – noon. If you are an SDB and specialize in “hi-tech” R&D that might be of interest to this Center, you may want the opportunity to make a presentation at the Forum or attend it.  We always consider self-nominated candidates.  If you want to be a candidate this year or future years, please contact Dr. Sunil Dutta at 216-433-8844 or Carl Silski at 216-433-2786.

9th annual New England NASA Technology & Business Conference and 5th annual NASA Mentor-Protege Conference: This year’s conferences will be held August 15-17, 2000, in Providence, RI.  Learn more about the conferences by calling 1-800-237-7203 or going to http://www.ctc.org. 

REGULATORY NEWS

SDB Certification: Are you a small disadvantaged business?  If you are, don’t delay in getting your firm certified! Certification may provide you a competitive benefit.  Up until recently, self-certification was acceptable.  Now, SDB’s must get certified through the SBA.  You had until October 1, 1999 to get the process going.  If you have not yet started the process, it’s not too late. You can obtain more information on this through your MED staff at your district SBA office, or you may go to: http://www.sbaonline.sba.gov/sdb/ If you are an 8(a) contractor, you are automatically considered certified.

HUB Zone Companies: Are you certified as a HUB Zone company?  If you are, we want you!  That is, we want to talk with you if you have the products or services we need.  Yes, if your company is located in one of the many HUB Zones across the country, there are some special benefits for you.  For more information on this, go to: http://www.sbaonline.sba.gov/hubzone/.

MICELLANEOUS ITEMS OF INTEREST

NASA’s MED Week: Again this year, NASA is allowing its small, disadvantaged contractors to self nominate themselves for Minority Enterprise Development (MED) week (scheduled for late September, 2000) awards.  This is in addition to nominations made by Center staff.  If you are an SDB (or woman-owned small business) that has been under contract here at GRC and would like to self nominate yourself for either NASA’s (1) Minority Business or (2) Woman-owned Business Contractor-of-the-Year awards, please submit your nomination package to the Small Business Office (Carl Silski).  You may notify Mr. Lamont Hames at NASA Headquarters (Code K) for Agency tracking purposes only.  Nominations should be submitted by July 15, 2000.  If you are not interested in this event for this year, you may want to consider this for later years.  It’s wise to plan ahead!  For information on NASA’s MED week awards program, see http://www.hq.nasa.gov/office/codek  -- Minority Business and Advocates Awards.  If you are a prime contractor, you, too, have the opportunity to nominate one of your minority subcontractors for NASA’s Minority Business Subcontractor of the Year award.  Make sure to advise the GRC Small Business Office of your intent.  Those nominations are to be forwarded to NASA Headquarters, Code K, with a copy going to the GRC Small Business Office.  Criteria is available on the above web site.

Subcontract Reporting: If you are a prime contractor with a subcontracting plan in your contract, this is a reminder that you must have your semi-annual reports in by April 30 and October 31 of each year.  For your GRC contract-specific SF294 reports, you should send them to your GRC contracting officer or the GRC Small Business Office.  Call Virginia Bittinger at 216-433-2755 for more guidance.  For your Agency SF295 report, you should send that to NASA Headquarters (Code HS).  Your Headquarters contact for those is Donna Sprinkle at 202-358-0467 or e-mail at dsprinkl@hq.nasa.gov.
CARL’S CORNER – A Virtual “Gathering Spot” for those with common concerns and questions that need addressed.

[This section will be developed as time goes on.  It is intended to address common questions often asked of Small Business Specialists and contracting officers.  It is intended to be an informal Q & A medium.  While answers do not necessarily represent an “official” NASA position, they are intended to provide you personal, “down-home-like” advise and opinion --- something you may hear me tell you at a local conference, i.e., in my corner of the room.  I will post questions as I get them in the normal course of business, but if you want to ask a specific question, just e-mail your question to me at: Carl.L.Silski@grc.nasa.gov and address it as a “Carl’s Corner” question.  ---- Carl ;) ]

