NASA John H. Glenn Research Center

Space Flight (Other Than Human Space Flight) and Critical Non-Flight Purchases



Procurement of Flight Hardware (Parts and Equipment): 

Procurements for flight hardware related to programs and projects (including purchase card purchases) shall comply with the requirements spelled out in GRC MO510.002 Standard Assurance Requirements and Guidelines, otherwise known as "SARG". This document is available from the Glenn Research Center Business Management System GRC-M0510.002 (Rev. C2 April 22, 2005). The project team shall impose the applicable requirements on all subcontractors who in turn shall impose the requirements on their vendors for procurement of flight hardware. 

The program/project shall implement a procurement control system, which ensures conformance of purchased articles or services to the specifications indicated on the applicable drawings. Typical properties for which conformance to specification are important are material composition or strength, optical quality, etc. Implementation of the detailed approach to materials or commercial parts performance traceability shall be specified in a project specific Project Assurance Plan which is part of the formal documentation for all flight projects at GRC. 

The project team and/or the SMAD (Safety and Mission Assurance Directorate) Representative(s) reserve the right to review and verify historical quality performance data, inspection capabilities, operating practices, and relevant inspection and/or QA records as requested for designated procurement. 

Government source inspections shall be performed as deemed necessary by the Project Manager and SMAD Representative(s). When a project quality assurance activity is required at a supplier's plant, the procurement document shall so indicate. The Project Manager or designated Project Representative will perform the source inspection as necessary with input from the SMAD Representative(s). 

Procurement of Critical Non-Flight Parts and Equipment: 

Critical, nonflight parts and equipment are defined as: Equipment and parts that operate as part of high pressure systems, high voltage electrical systems, or other operating systems in which the equipment or part malfunction could cause significant injury or damage to personnel or property. 

Procurements for all critical, non-flight parts and equipment for programs and projects (including purchase card purchases) shall comply with the requirements outlined in the Glenn Safety Manual or within the specifications included in the appropriate safety permit for the operation or facility associated with the purchase. The requester will verify that materials match the criteria identified in the original request upon receipt. The project team and/or the SMAD Representative(s) reserve the right to review and verify historical quality performance data, inspection capabilities, operating practices and relevant inspection records as requested for designated procurement. 

In the event the requester is unable to verify that the equipment or parts meet the requirements of the Glenn Safety Manual or Safety Permit, if any, the requester must obtain Safety Office review and approval prior to entering an order log in P-Card or making the purchase. Indicate in the comments section when such approval has been obtained and from whom. 
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