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President’s Message

by, Kevin M. McQuade President
Northeast Ohio Chapter NCMA

On behalf of the officers of the Northeast Ohio Chapter, I would like to welcome you to the 2000-2001 program year, one that promises to be filled with exciting speakers, great programs, and timely networking opportunities.  This program year got off to a great start with our first luncheon meeting held at NASA Glenn Research Center on September 20,2000.  Our guest speakers were Mr. Brad Baker and Mr. Dan Walker, who discussed procurement and financial issues at the Center.

Your officers have worked very hard to renew the energy and purpose in our chapter, and I would like to personally thank them for their efforts.  As a volunteer organization, the chapter leadership role is one that requires a great deal of time and personal commitment.  That commitment is made with one primary goal in mind - to serve the members of our chapter.  As an active member in the chapter, your voice can be heard, your thoughts and ideas integrated into the goals and objectives of the chapter.  By attending chapter meetings, e-mailing chapter leadership with comments, or even volunteering for a leadership position, you can help shape the direction of the chapter.  I urge you to take an active role in your organization

Graalman Winners

Po Collins, National Vice President, North Central Region, NCMA announced that our Region is the only one with 2 national winners.  Congratulations should go to the Twin Cities and Dayton.  They will receive the National 2nd Place awards for Categories 2 & 3.  

Northeast Ohio scored 188 points and was mentioned as being rising stars among the Quality Chapters.   Let’s give ourselves a hand.  

News from Government Executive Magazine  

Governmentwide Online Procurement System Announced

By Katy Saldarini 

A new Web site, FedBizOpps.gov, will serve as the single governmentwide venue for federal buyers and sellers to hawk their goods, services and buying opportunities, under a suggestion from the Office of Federal Procurement Policy (OFPP) announced in the Federal Register Monday.

Under the proposed rule federal agencies will have until October 1, 2001 to begin participating in FedBizOpps.gov. 

FedBizOpps is the new and jazzier name for Electronic Posting System (EPS), a pilot procurement project led by the General Services Administration to create a single point of entry for electronic purchasing. A 1999 General Accounting Office report raved about NASA's online procurement model and suggested that a multi-agency electronic posting system be developed based on it. 

The pilot project now involves NASA, the Departments of Transportation, Treasury and Commerce, and others. It is still under development, but early feedback has been encouraging, OFPP has reported. 

According to OFPP, "this improved model will give uniform access to all available information. No longer will sellers notice an announcement and follow a difficult process of gathering the full picture—it will be there. "Searching" for related information will become a technique of the past."

The transition to FedBizOpps is designed to be easy for agencies, even those that already have their own electronic posting system in place. According to OFPP, agencies won't have to reinvent their procurement wheels.

EPS "is a distributed application using a distributed database.  The design allows the interconnection with rather than the replacement of agencies existing posting systems," the FedBizOpps Web site explains.

Under one option, agencies can use an interface between an existing system and the governmentwide EPS. This solution allows agencies to continue using existing systems for electronic posting while contributing information to a single place for vendors. 

Deidre Lee, former OFPP administrator, told a House Small Business Committee panel in April that the single point of entry effort would be build on other electronic procurement initiatives of recent years.

In 1996, for example, the Commerce Business Daily Network posted electronically all open market contract opportunities previously published only in the print version of Commerce Business Daily. But the design of CBDNet did not provide easy access to solicitations and other important information, Lee said. FedBizOpps will include information on all government contracting opportunities valued above $25,000.

Under the proposed rule, agencies would no longer publish separate procurement notices in Commerce Business Daily.  Instead, FedBizOpps.gov will forward the information to CBD in the appropriate format. The site will also:

(Create a central point for all business information, including notices, solicitations and other acquisition material. 

(Create a searchable index of all procurement opportunities that can also be downloaded. 

(Include an automatic e-mail notification feature that provides information about contracting opportunities for specific supplies, services or agencies. 

(Link to the procurement marketing and access network (PRO-Net), a database used to increase small business awareness of government contracting opportunities.

New Online Learning Center 


NCMA announces the grand opening of the Learning Center Online! Now, members can regularly check the NCMA website for frequently updated course offerings, register for courses, and (best of all) pay using a secure online credit card registration. Interested? Visit www.ncmahq.org, and click on the Learning Center button.

A New Certification?


NCMA is currently proposing to create a new certification. The Certified Federal Contracts Manager (CFCM) program, if enacted, would require a Bachelor’s degree, the equivalent of 24 semester hours of business-related courses, 6 contracting-related training courses totaling at least 240 classroom hours, and completion of an objective-type FAR-based exam consisting of three separate modules. The exam would differ from the CACM in that it would be scenario-based. A specific scenario would be given followed by a series of multiple-choice questions based on that scenario. 

NCMA would like to invite members to go to the following website and complete a survey about this proposal:


" 

https://vaweb01.secure.capu.net/ncmahq/cert.html

NCMA Launches New Online Course for CPCM Exam Prep

Neal J. Couture, CPCM

Director, Marketing and Member Services
NCMA is presently conducting an online training course entitled "CPCM Preparatory Course" through the Contract Management Learning Center. This 10-week course is designed to help students prepare to successfully pass the CPCM certification exam in November 2000. The course initially limited to 12 students, and is a pilot test of the technology and educational materials. 

This is our first course utilizing Web-based, instructor-facilitated technology. Students register by clicking on a simple link from the Learning Center' s on-line course listing at www.ncmahq.org/learningcenter/online.html. They then proceed through the course syllabus, completing reading, research, and writing assignments; interacting threaded discussions with the instructor and their peers; and taking short quizzes. Colleges and universities with accredited undergraduate and graduate level courses use this approach in their distance education programs. NCMA hopes to utilize this approach (albeit for continuing education credit only) for additional training courses, including CPCM and CACM exam preparation, starting in January 2001.

This is NCMA' s second venture into distance learning-two courses were developed in 1999-2000 in collaboration with NAPM. More than 8,000 students have taken the two courses. Delivery method in these courses differs from the CPCM Prep Course in that they are essentially computer-based-there are no instructors facilitating the learning environment. Each approach has its advantages. To link to the NCMA-NAPM courses, go to www.ncmahq.org/learningcenter/online.html. 

NCMA' s technology partner for this offering is e-Socrates.com, which provides personalized comprehensive e-Learning support to build online learning communities. The course instructor is Ms. Margaret G. Rumbaugh, CPCM, a nationally-recognized instructor in contracts management. She is a former NCMA National Vice President for Education and Certification (1997-1998) and was responsible for developing seminars, educational products, and overseeing professional certification exams. 

Any questions? Give me a call at 800/344-8096
Awards

The Blanche D. Witte Award 

The Blanche D. Witte Award recognizes outstanding individuals from both industry and government whose professional conduct demonstrates a commitment to excellence and ethical behavior in the contracts field. Both NCMA members and nonmembers are eligible for this distinguished award.

Except for persons holding an NCMA national office, anyone who works in the procurement/contracts function in the public or private sector may be nominated. In establishing the award, trustees of the Blanche Witte Memorial Foundation felt it would be most appropriate to target individuals who have made an exemplary contribution but whose professional status precludes special recognition. The Awards Committee gives first consideration to nominees at the following levels: (1) below department manager in industry, (2) the "04" pay grade and below in the military, or (3) GS-13 and below in civil service.

Nominations must be postmarked by November 15, and received at the National Office by November 22. Winners will receive a commemorative plaque, a citation, a cash award, and most important, national recognition for a job well done.

Seminar at Sea
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Reserve your cabin now for NCMA’s first Cruise.  The Fort Monmouth Chapter is organizing The “Award Term Contracting” Fast Response Seminar on board the Carnival Victory.  The 4 day cruise will depart on June 7th from New York City and sail to Novia Scotia.  For more details visit http://www.ncmahq.org/calendar/sematsea.html
NCMA National and        Regional Events
November 3-4, 2000                           Fall Governance Meeting
Twin Cities

November 3, 2000
Executive Council Meeting
Twin Cities

November 4, 2000

Board of Directors Meeting
Twin Cities
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Coming Events





11/29/00          Negotiating


                        Negotiating Strategies and Techniques A.M.


                        Negotiating Contracts and Agreements Successfully P.M.


                        OAI Auditorium


                        Breakfast and Lunch Included


                        8:30 to 4:30


                        Cost $225 Members & $250 Non-members





2/8                  Proposal Writing/Effective Selling


                       All Day


                       OAI





3/8                  Fast Response - Award Term


                       All Day


                       OAI





4/12                NES - Risk Management


                       All Day


                          OAI





To register contact:  Debbie Riley 


                                  (P) (216) 681-1577





e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:Debbie.Riley@cleveland.dynacs.com" ��Debbie.Riley@cleveland.dynacs.com�





Keep up-to-date on the latest events by visiting 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.grc.nasa.gov/WWW/Procure/ncma/events.htm" ��http://www.grc.nasa.gov/WWW/Procure/ncma/events.htm�
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