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President’s Message

by, Kevin M. McQuade President
Northeast Ohio Chapter NCMA


On behalf of the officers of the Northeast Ohio Chapter, I hope that you and your family enjoyed a happy and safe holiday season.  As we begin 2001, your chapter officers and myself wish you a healthy, happy, and prosperous New Year.

It’s hard to believe, but the chapter program year is almost half over.  During the first half of the program year we attempted to provide an exciting array of chapter activities, with a blend of personal as well as professional growth opportunities. Chapter activities included an excellent presentation on the formation and organization of investment clubs.  This luncheon meeting generated so much interest that the chapter is now organizing its own investment club.  If you missed this very valuable meeting but are interested in joining our investment club, please contact Karen Blue-Young at 216-681-1577.  In addition to providing members this luncheon meeting, which focused on members’ personal growth, we continued our mission to provide members with outstanding opportunities for professional growth.   In December, an excellent workshop on Negotiations was presented at the Ohio Aerospace Institute.  This seminar also produced two new chapter memberships, a very positive sign of the direction we’re heading, and the direct result of the hard work and dedication of your chapters’ leadership. 

There is still so much more that your chapter has to offer for calendar year 2001.  Activities planned at this time include seminars on Proposal Writing/Effective Selling; Award Term Contracting; and Risk management.  Additionally, we are in the formative stages of planning a “SBA Summit”, with representatives from the SBA.  Discussion topics will include Hubzones and subcontracting with/to Hubzone contractors.  Other potential areas addressed at this summit would include SB, WOSB, and Veteran-owned contracting.  This “SBA Summit” will be co-sponsored by NCMA and CAPRA.  CAPRA is the Cleveland Aerospace Partnership and Regional Alliance, a group of local contractor reps with a strong interest in the NASA Glenn Research Center.

Lastly, my comments in the last newsletter bear repeating. As volunteers in your local NCMA chapter, the leadership role is one that requires a great deal of time and personal commitment. That commitment is made with one primary goal in mind - to serve the members of our chapter.  As an active member in the chapter, your voice can be heard, your thoughts and ideas integrated into the goals and objectives of the chapter.  By attending chapter meetings, e-mailing chapter leadership with comments, or even volunteering for a leadership position, you can help shape the direction of the chapter.  I once again urge you to take an active role in your organization.

Investment Luncheon Meeting

by Karen Blue-Young,

Vice President of Programs

The North East Ohio Chapter of National Contract Management Association NCMA sponsored a Luncheon Meeting on "Individual Investments and How To Start a

Profitable Investment Club' on Thursday October 19th 2000 at 11:30 AM at the Executive Dining Room at NASA Glenn Research Center. The Guest Speakers for the Luncheon were Henry and Chris Curtis, Instructors from the North East Ohio Council, of the National Association of Investment Clubs and Ms. Michelle Jackson, Financial Advisor from Morgan Stanley Dean Witter.

At the luncheon, the Curtises addressed Investment Education for individual

investors and investment clubs. Specifically, they outlined the twelve

points on ' How to Start an Investment Club'. The Curtises also delineated

the advantages of belonging to an Investment Club. Some of the salient

benefits of belonging to an Investment Club include: learning the principles

on how to make sound investment decisions, not taking  Financial Risk on

your own, applying the investment principles to your own individual

portfolio and establishing satisfying life long friendships with other club

members.

Ms. Jackson, Financial Advisor from Morgan Stanley Dean Witter followed up on the points delineated by the Curtises.  She analyzed the market in terms of where it is and where it is projected to go. She highlighted the types of investments appropriate for today’s market.  She focused on annuities, mutual funds and individual stock investments.

The Luncheon Meeting was both Financially enlightening and enjoyable.  All attendees had a great time.  Because of the financial savvy of the presenters, the Local Chapter of NCMA North East Ohio is in the process of forming its very first Investment Club. Won't you please join us?

Karen Blue-Young

Vice President of Programs

North East Ohio Chapter
Mr. Curtis is a Director of the North East Ohio Chapter of the National

Association of Investors Corp. (NAIC). He has served in this capacity for

the past eight years. He is an instructor at the local NAIC Chapter and he

also gives seminars at the National NAIC Conventions. He is a member of two investment clubs and has held all officer positions. Mr. Curtis is a Research Engineer with NASA Glenn Research Center.

Ms. Chris Curtis, (who is the wife of Mr. Curtis) is the President of the

National Board of Directors of NAIC.  On the National Agenda, she is

responsible for training new NAIC chapters and new teachers for the local

chapters She also is instrumental in organizing the National NAIC Conventions. She has served on the local NAIC Board of Directors for fifteen years.  Additionally, she is a member of three Investment Clubs.  She

recently retired from General Electric Lighting Corporation.
Negotiating Seminar

by Debbie Riley,

Vice President of Education
NCMA’ full day “Negotiating Concepts for Success” Seminar at OAI was well received at NASA Glenn. This one day seminar was held in the OAI auditorium and lunch was in OAI’s beautiful Sun Room. There were 22 participates from NASA and the government contracting community. The Speaker, Alan J Boykin an Air Force Captain stationed with the Pentagon has been an NCMA member since March 1990. Alan has been active in the government procurement arena for a number of years and gave many specifics examples of using specific negotiating techniques while negotiating contracts. Al’s presentation included a workbooks and many breakout exercises for the participates. Some of the feedback NCMA received from the participates included “The seminar was informative and educational.” and  “The information was presented in a very insightful and beneficial manner.”
Scholarship Opportunity


by Debbie Riley,
Vice President of Education


The NE Ohio NCMA chapter will be offering four $250.00 college scholarships for the 2001/2002 school year. The scholarships are open to high school seniors or college students residing in Northeast Ohio. Applications can be obtained by calling Deborah Riley, VP of Education, at 216-977-1486 or email Debbie.Riley@cleveland.dynacs.com Applications will be accepted

through March 31, 2001. The scholarships will be announced April 30, 2001.
Win a Caribbean 

Cruise for Two!
        [image: image1.png]



The Promotion

Sponsor a new member between July 1, 2000 and June 30, 2001 and your name

will be entered in a drawing to win a luxurious seven-day Carnival cruise

for two. Get one entry for each new member you sponsor.   Make sure the

new member's application shows your name in the sponsor block! Remember,

Martha Mitchem of the Upper Chesapeake Chapter only sponsored two new members last year, and she won our trip for two to Hawaii!

The Prize

Your vacation package will include roundtrip airfare to Tampa, one outside

cabin with a beautiful view for six nights/seven days, and all meals. The

probable itinerary includes departure from Tampa, with port calls in Grand

Cayman-Cozumel-New Orleans. NCMA reserves the right to change the trip itinerary. And if you win, your chapter will receive $1,000 courtesy of

Compaero (www.compaero.com).

The lucky winner will be chosen at NCMA's West Coast National Education Conference in Los Angeles, California in July 2001 (sponsor does not need to be present to win). Members of NCMA's Executive Council and staff are not eligible to win. The winner must be a member of NCMA and must agree to be photographed for NCMA's use in future promotions.

The Sponsor

This cruise package is being provided courtesy of Fox Valley Travel 2595

South George Street

P.O. Box 1347, York, Pennsylvania 17405-1347. Phone: (717) 741-5066, Toll Free (800) 288-5066, Fax: (717) 741-9150. Fox Valley Travel works with NCMA to provide quality discount travel services to its members. Special

promotions will be posted on NCMA's website at www.ncmahq.org.

Contact Mr. Neal Couture, Director Marketing and Membership, at 800/344-8096 x423 or couture@ncmahq.org if you have any questions.

With warmest wishes this holiday season,

Thomas E. Kelkis, CPCM
News from the “Leader”

Latest Information on the Certified Federal Contracts Manager (CFCM)

Initiative
Members of NCMA's Executive Council and national Board of Directors received an update on the CFCM initiative from National Vice President for Professional Development-Government Contracting Sector, Chuck Woodside, at the Fall Governance meeting held in Minneapolis November 3-4, 2000. The CFCM update was presented for information only, not for a vote, during the governance session.  Comments, recommendations, and questions were received and will be addressed in full before the Spring Governance meeting in Dallas this coming March. Some of the highlights of the briefing include:

-Reaffirmation of the CPCM as NCMA's premier certification.

-The positive overall response on the CFCM survey sent to 4000 members.

-Recognition of the CFCM as an enhancement of the current CACM rather than a separate (third) certification.

-Provision for all CACMs to have their certifications upgraded to the CFCM

upon request.

-A proposed timetable for fielding the first CFCM examination and for

beginning the accreditation process.

A significant event in the process is the appointment subsequent to the governance meeting  of National Achievement Award winner, Victor M. Ramos, CPCM, CACM, as the National Functional Director who will oversee the eventual transition of the CACM to CFCM. Mr. Ramos is a Contracts Manager with the Raytheon Company, NIMA-Bethesda Operation. He is the Vice President of Professional Development for the Tyson's Corner Chapter, the author of a book entitled  Winning Strategies for Maximizing Your Success and Passing the CPCM Exam the First Time and is the co-author of the Tyson's Corner Chapter supplement to the CACM guide. Victor has a record of outstanding support for NCMA's professional certification programs and is dedicated to seeing them improved for the benefit of the Association and its members. Welcome aboard, Victor!

Coming Events

2/8  Proposal Writing/Effective 

       Selling
                       All Day

                       OAI

3/8  Fast Response - Award Term
                       All Day

                       OAI

4/12  NES - Risk Management
                       All Day

                          OAI

To register contact:

Debbie Riley

(P) (216) 681-1577

e-mail:  Debbie.Riley@cleveland.dynacs.com
Keep up-to-date on the latest events by visiting 

http://www.grc.nasa.gov/WWW/Procure/ncma/events.htm
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