To:  

Potential Applicants for NASA Grants and Cooperative Agreements

Subject:  
Notice of New Requirement for DUNS Number Effective October 1, 2003, plus Advance Notice regarding CCR Registration

DUNS

This notice is to inform you that all applicants must provide a Dun and Bradstreet Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number when applying for Federal grants or cooperative agreements on or after October 1, 2003
.  This requirement applies to renewals of awards as well as to prospective new awards.  

The DUNS number is a unique nine-digit identification number provided by Dun & Bradstreet.  Each entity, or each distinct physical location of an entity, must be assigned a DUNS number.  Please contact your Sponsored Research Business office (or equivalent) immediately to determine whether your organization has already been assigned a DUNS number.  If your organization is not yet registered with DUNS, please provide your Sponsored Research Business office (or equivalent) with the attached instructions for obtaining a DUNS number, to ensure that such registration is initiated as soon as possible.  Beginning October 1, 2003, each application will not be considered complete until a valid DUNS number is provided by the applicant.

Although there will also be an exemption mechanism for applicants and for programs, such exemptions must be granted by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), and NASA does not intend to request any such exemptions.  

Please direct any questions to your own Sponsored Research Business office (or equivalent) or via email to NASA at Suzan.P.Moody@nasa.gov.

CCR

In addition to the DUNS requirement described above, NASA anticipates that NASA Research Announcements issued during Government Fiscal Year 2004 (FY04) may also require applicants to register at the federal vendor database called the Central Contractor Registry (CCR) prior to submitting a proposal.  Therefore, if your organization is not currently registered in the CCR, NASA strongly encourages you to initiate such registration now, through your Sponsored Research Business office (or equivalent).  Information about the CCR is available at http://www.ccr.gov/index.cfm.  NASA will issue the corresponding regulatory changes during FY04.

� The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) issued this direction as a final policy issuance in the Federal Register, Volume 68, No. 124, dated June 27, 2003, pages 38403 to 38405. 





