Vocabulary List

	Crater
	A hole or depression.  (Most craters are roughly circular or oval in outline.  On Earth, most natural craters are of volcanic origin.  On the moon, most are of impact origin.)

	Crust
	The outermost layer of a planet or moon, above the mantle.

	Desert Rats
	NASA’s Desert Research and Technology Studies (RATS).

	EVA
	Extra Vehicular Activity – any event that takes place outside of a space vehicle.

	ExPOC
	Exploration Planning and Operations Center; Johnson Space Center’s mission control for Desert Rats events.

	Frequency
	Speed at which waves pass in one second.

	Geologist
	Scientist who studies Earth, its materials, the physical and chemical changes that occur on the surface and in the interior, and the history of the planet and its life forms.  (Planetary geologists extend their studies to the Moon, planets, and other solid bodies in the Solar System.)

	Geosynchronous
	Orbit for a satellite that rotates at the same speed as the earth.

	Igneous
	Rocks or processes involving the formation and solidification of hot, molten magma.

	LED
	Light-Emitting Diode; provides illumination for nighttime events.

	LPSM
	Lunar-Planetary Science Module; name for one of the science trailers.

	Lunar
	Of or pertaining to the moon.

	Martian
	Of or pertaining to Mars.

	Metamorphic
	Rocks that have re-crystallized in a solid state as a result of changes in temperature, pressure, and chemical environment.

	Mineral
	Naturally-occurring, inorganic solid with a definite chemical composition and crystal structure.

	NASA
	National Aeronautics and Space Administration.

	Prototype
	Sample of an item (space suit) that is used for testing and redesign.

	Satellite
	An object in space that moves in an orbit around a larger object.

	Sediment
	Solid rock or mineral fragments transported and deposited by wind, water, gravity, or ice.

	Spectrum
	Electric/magnetic fields with bands of waves both visible and invisible to the human eye.

	Speed of Light
	300,000 km per second, or 186,000 miles per second.

	Stationary
	Satellites that stay in the same point above the earth at all times.

	Suit Subject
	Name for the person in the experimental space suit.

	Terrain
	Area of the surface with a distinctive geological character.

	Wavelength
	Distance between 2 adjacent wave peaks.


