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As the STAR (Science Through ARts) project is coming to an end, I must reflect on all that has happened.  Our Honors Geometry class entered this project on October 4, 2002.  STAR had already begun at the time, involving Holy Cross High School in Surrey, England, and Ikeda High School in Ikeda, Japan.  When we joined the program, our class decided to write a science fiction story about a colony on Mars.

We set about writing stories, one for each class member.  After that, we read them aloud and discussed them.  Picking out what was the best in each story, we again wrote individual stories.  After that we got into groups of two or three and wrote group stories, setting the stage, plot, and conclusion.  Then we all grouped together and assigned individual jobs-- research, writing, pictures--and worked as a group compiling the stories.  Finally, we split the project, so that each person was given the role of one of the astronauts on the Mars mission.  Each person was assigned a job and slowly, the final stories were compiled. After many drafts, the final version is what every student in the class has worked on to make this project a whole.  My job was the part of Sharona Dobbins, the mission’s geologist.

Though this project has taken six months, it has been a worthwhile experience.  I learned many things about Mars.  For example, I learned that there is water on the Martian surface; it’s frozen around the poles.  I had always read that there was no water on Mars.  This project has also taught me to work with others to develop a story, which I had never done before.

What I learned is that, although it is improbable that humans will live on Mars within the next few decades, with plenty of exploration and experiments, it might be possible one day for future generations to live on Mars.  If the scientists can create a way for humans to breathe for long periods of time in the Martian air and can develop living habitats that will not erode in the harsh Martian sand/wind storms, I believe that it will be possible for humans to live on Mars.

The global effect of this assignment is that if NASA were to continue with the project, they can now estimate how long it will take other schools to do this project.  They also now know what kind of problems they may encounter and can work them out smoothly.

This project benefited me because it gave me the opportunity to speak to and hear from other teenagers in England, Japan, Michigan, and Ohio.  I think that was one of the best parts of the assignment, because I don’t think I would’ve had the chance otherwise.  We also interacted with Joe Kolecki, a Pathfinder scientist, and Ruth Petersen, the Education Coordinator.  They provided useful and interesting information about Mars.  Interactions occurred through e-mail, videoconferencing, and fax.

