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The Mars story has dominated our thoughts over the last couple of months. Only recently has it been created in PowerPoint format and even given a name.  But through the entire grueling process, we hoped that our project would turn out right. In the end, “Journal of a Journey” and the process of making it has become an interesting trip and story whose lessons can be applied in many ways.

Our story was about an expedition to Mars where we found life that was even more intelligent than our own. Although this scenario is unlikely to occur on Mars, it actually might happen in the distant future. In our story, the other life forms or Kumbians were of a temperament that made friendship possible. We were able to study and even trade with them. If we do encounter extra-terrestrials, we can hope that they will be just as friendly. 

Another question relating to this topic concerns the social and ethical problems that might arise upon an encounter with aliens. I know that many people would be frightened and rightfully so. Many would also have religious concerns about aliens living or not living on Earth. Instead of racism being a problem, “specie-ism” could become a concern. There would also be changes in the world of science. If other creatures have more space travel capabilities than we do, then they most likely have advancements in other areas that would be of interest to us. I think that most of what we learn would be of advantage to us.  And, although we should use caution, some contact with other life forms could benefit the human race. 

Much of the content of our story was pure imagination combined with science to give it the possibility to be true. The exceptions to this, however, were the characters and the way they related to each other. While I read Ashley’s story, I could actually see her saying what she had written. We purposely tried to make the characters like us, and in many ways we achieved that goal. We made ourselves so much a part of the story that some of our relations were similar to real events. In the story, Alyssa, Amanda Wolfe’s character, and Carolyn, my character, don’t get along very well in the beginning, but apologize later and become friends. This actually happened to me with a girl at volleyball camp last year. After I realized we were a lot alike, we got along fairly well. Although “Journal of a Journey” is primarily science fiction, the characters are based on real life people. 

I think our characters are the best part of the story. Since they were based on us, we were able to have them react in a way that was realistic. It also made the story much easier to write because we didn’t have to invent another human being and then describe him or her in a short space. That is part of the reason why cutting out parts of the text for the PowerPoint version was so hard; we had to make our characters simpler. We also had to cut much of the emotion out.  I know we were writing for younger children, but it was still frustrating.

One of the other problems that arose from the story having to be short was that we could not address the issue of how Earth might react to such an encounter. That could probably be another long story, but it would be interesting to explore. The story ended with the hope that humans do not destroy the Kumbians. I think that should be a hope for whenever humans do have contact with aliens, if it ever happens. Although Earth’s reaction to aliens would be difficult to describe, it would certainly be important. 

Since this was a pilot project, the most important issue is the way we did our project. We started out with separate stories, then we got into small groups, and then we completed it as a class project. I know that the pilot project is the time to make mistakes, but things would have been a lot less stressful if we had been more organized to begin with. Changing things a couple of times only made the process harder. Now that we know this, we could start over and do a better job. 

Another problem was that we wrote our story in an expanded form. We knew that a PowerPoint would have to be short, but we kept the story long until the very end. Although this made for a much better story, it made a lot more work for us and caused many headaches. Other than that, I think that our project turned out very well. 

The process we took to create “Journal of a Journey” was a long and arduous one. We made many mistakes and even more changes. Despite all of the extra work and headaches, I enjoyed this project. I learned a lot that I never would have known and would do it again if I had the chance.
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