Mars-The Next Giant Leap
Objective: 

-    Students will discuss the past, present, and the future of Mars exploration.

· Students will compare and contrast similarities and differences between Mars and Earth.

-    Students will discuss barriers to manned space exploration
Grade Level: 5-8
Date: January 23, 2004 
Times: 11:00am EST, 1:00pm EST 
Description: 
When Neil Armstrong first set foot on the moon in 1969, he captured both the attention and imagination of the entire world.  His first small steps for man serve as a benchmark of human achievement for the last century.  As we enter a new century, who will be the next great explorer?  

As our closest interplanetary neighbor and the place in our solar system most likely to have had life, Mars has intrigued humankind since Roman times.  This one-hour interactive webcast and videoconference featuring NASA scientists, engineers, and researchers, will examine the present, past, and future of Mars exploration and discuss the question,  “How close are we to landing a human on Mars?” 

NSTA Science Content Standards Covered in Program:

· Earth and Space Science - Structure of the Earth System, Earth’s history, Earth in the Solar System
· Science and Technology - Abilities of technological design, Understandings about science and technology
· History and Nature of Science - Science as a human endeavor, Nature of Science, History of Science

Educational Activities:

Visit the Mars Exploration Website for a list of a variety of lesson plans and curriculum guides: http://marsprogram.jpl.nasa.gov/classroom/resources.html
Read the latest on the Mar’s Rover’s Spirit and Opportunity at: http://marsprogram.jpl.nasa.gov/
Play interactive Mars Games at: http://marsprogram.jpl.nasa.gov/funzone_flash.html
See pictures of Mars and the other planets in our solar system at: http://photojournal.jpl.nasa.gov/
Create your own future Mars Colony with the Imagine Mars Project, A national arts, science and technology initiative that challenges young people to imagine and design a livable Mars community of the future. http://imaginemars.jpl.nasa.gov/index2.html
Science Through ARts (STAR)uses NASA online materials and interactions with NASA scientists through videoconferencing connections and e-mail as the stimuli for creative activities across the entire curriculum. For additional information visit: http://www.grc.nasa.gov/WWW/K-12/STAR/index.html
